
From the Pastor’s Desk . . .

Epiphany is a season of revelation. It is the season where the church
celebrates the revealing of God’s will towards all people, the good news that
Jesus was born to save the world! There are other themes that come with
Epiphany and the many things that God has revealed to us in Jesus Christ. A
central image of this season of revelation is that of light illuminating the
promises of God. It starts on Christmas Eve with the candlelights small and
twinkling like the eyes of the Baby in a manger and carries through the
season of Epiphany as the revelation of this little light grows into the full
radiance of God in Jesus.

It’s an interesting thing that the next season in the church year is Lent.
There is a darkness that comes wit all the while knowing that He
would die a young man. We know that the intent of His death was
malicious and that He willingly died because of our sin. As the season
trudges along the darkness leads to the darkest day.

So, we are at the point in the year where we move from light to darkness.
From the full revelation of Jesus as God incarnate to seeing Him die, true
man born of the virgin Mary. This moving from light to darkness is a familiar
thing. As we live our lives we repeat this movement not only in the church
year but in our experience. God can provide us with moments of great joy
and celebration– bright white moments. To only turn around and fall
headlong into pits of despair and deep darkness. This experience is true for
all people, believers or otherwise.        (continues on page 2)
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continued...

As we make this transition in the Church year, I want to encourage you to pray for those who are experiencing this in
their own lives right now. Pray for your brothers and sisters of course and pray for your neighbors who don’t believe.
The truth of the matter is that even in your deepest darkness as a baptized child of God you still have the light of
Christ. There are times when it is hard for us to see it, but Jesus has made this promise to never leave or forsake us.
We trust this promise because Jesus didn’t just die on the darkest day of humanity. On that first Good Friday He took
our sin. He removed our guilt. And on the third day He rose again. So we know that when Jesus promises that He will
never leave us or forsake us, He will keep that promise.

And so, Lent becomes a season where we Christains leave behind the full radiance to enter the darkness with a little
light, a little hope, a little peace, waiting for that return of full glory.

I pray that you take time to see His light this season. Plan on coming to our Wednesday Lenten services and meals.
Break bread with your brothers and sisters, it builds us closer together as a family. If you have someone in your life
that doesn’t know Jesus, invite them to join you on this journey, Wednesday evenings are a much more relaxed
setting. Let them know that this is a place where you have that little light kindled in you. Maybe the Holy Spirit might
use you this season to shine that light over someone who feels alone in darkness.

Blessed Lent, 
Pastor Garcia







LENT DINNERS

This year, Immanuel will once again
offer a “Family Friendly Focus” to
Lenten Dinners with Lent Services
immediately following dinner hour.  We
will continue to offer a convenient time
for all ages to come and be part of
Lent worship and a delicious
homemade meal.  These dinners are
enjoyed by all ages, as they are a time
to gather as a “family in Christ” before
our worship service featured every
Wednesday evening during the Lenten
season.  

Featured Menu Selections

Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday

Hosts: Board of Mission & Outreach
Menu:  Ham, Scalloped & Cheesy

Potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese, Coleslaw,
Dinner Rolls, Desserts, Beverage

Wednesday, February 21
Hosts:  Board of Parish Life
Menu: Breakfast for Dinner

Pancakes, Eggs, Meats, Beverage

Wednesday, February 28
Hosts:  Fellowship Committee

Menu: Nacho Bar with all the fixins’ 
Dessert, Beverage

Wednesday, March 6
Hosts:  Immanuel School Cafeteria Staff

Menu:  Spaghetti & Meatballs, Salad,
Dessert, Beverage

Wednesday, March 13
Hosts: Friendship Guild

Menu: Casserole Variety, Desserts,
Beverage

Wednesday, March 20
Hosts:  PTL

Menu: Soup and Sandwich, Dessert,
Beverage

PLAN TO COME AND JOIN WITH THE MANY OTHERS AS YOU PARTAKE IN A DELICIOUS HOMEMADE
MEAL PREPARED AND HOSTED BY SEVERAL OF OUR GROUPS AT IMMANUEL.

DINNER HOIR:  5:00-6:15PM
SERVICE: 6:30PM



 
 Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible Study
Tuesdays mornings in the Multi-Purpose Room
9:00-10:00am
Bonnie Young, Class Leader
 
“One in Christ”
1 Corinthians—God’s Word for Today Series
The Christians in Corinth faced many of the conflicts
that Christians today encounter as they seek to live
their faith in a culture that contradicts Christian beliefs
and principles. God speaks to us today through 1
Corinthians more than ever! Join with other ladies, as
well as inviting a friend to this wonderful way to begin a
Tuesday morning.
 
 
Youth Bible Study
Sunday Mornings 
8:45-9:00am Teen fellowship and morning munchies
9:00-9:45am Get in the Word
 
Courage—That Defies Death?
Are there times you wish you had more courage?
Courage to face your fears, courage to stand up for
someone who is being mistreated, courage to make
things right? If so, then this is a perfect way to begin
2024—studying people in scripture who needed
courage, found courage, and demonstrated courage in
situations you face today. Get with your friends on
Sunday morning and discover you have all the courage
you need when it comes from the right source of
strength…..JESUS!

 

Bible Study
Opportunities for 

All Ages

Adult Sunday Morning Bible Study
8:45-9:45am

Multi Purpose Room
Rev. Chris Garcia

Have you been thinking about becoming a
member of Immanuel Lutheran? RE:Member is
a Sunday morning adult information class for
any adult who would like to become a member
at Immanuel, is already a member of Immanuel
and wants to brush up on the small catechism,
or someone who would just like to know the
core of what we believe and teach as Christians.
For the last two Sundays of January (1/21 & 28)
and the first four Sundays in March (3/3-24) we
will gather in the Multi Purpose Room during the
Bible study hour, 8:45-9:45am, to tackle big
questions about the Christian faith and what it
means to be a member here at Immanuel. Class
will be a mix of lecture, large group, and small
group discussion. The coffee and tea will be hot,
the conversation is sure to be edifying! Join us
for RE:Member and maybe invite a friend to join
you. At the conclusion of this class, if you wish
to believe and confess the truths we study
together, you will be able to be considered for
membership. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study for Parents
Sunday mornings 8:45-9:30am

Parish Hall Area
Ellen Pett, Class Facilitator

 
Parenting Isn’t for Wimps
Parenting Group Discussion Bible Study.  Join
with other parents for a group discussion, set in
a bible study format, around the joys and
challenges of parenting children in today’s
world.

 



 
Easter Food Distribution

The Immanuel Food Pantry is preparing to assist up to 35 families for Easter.  If you would like to
help us, please leave your donations in the food pantry box located in the narthex by Sunday, March
17th.  Thank you!

Needed Items for Easter Baskets
Canned Fruit
Mac & Cheese
Boxed Scalloped Potatoes (90 boxes are needed)
Green Beans
Mushroom Soup
Crispy Fried Onions
Brownie Mixes (without nuts)
Vegetable Oil (16 oz.)
Pancake Mix (Complete)
Syrup
Jam

 

NEWS FROM OUR FOOD PANTRY

Meijer Simply Give Food pantries, including
Immanuel, who participate in the Bay County
Emergency Food Pantry Network are encouraging
your participation in the Meijer Simply Give
Program. Meijer will donate $10 for every Simply
Give Card you purchase for $10. Cards are located
at check out at the Hampton Township Meijer, Pine
Rd. only. The program began 12/31 and runs to
March 30th. (Meijer donates $20 for every $10 card
purchased on double match days!) At the end of the
program, Meijer generously donates this money to
our local Bay County Emergency Food Pantry
Network. It is used to purchase food for those in
need in our community. (Meijer donates $20 for
every $10 card purchased on double match days-
March 2 and 23.)

HELP US 
HELP OTHERS!

Meijer Simply
Give Double
Match Days
March 2 and

March 23



WHEN:  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
WHERE:  ALERT LANES (ESSEXVILLE)
TIME:  3-4:30PM
WHO:  ROCK SOLID YOUTH MEMBERS AND
            YOUTH BIBLE STUDY STUDENTS
COST:  $5.00 / FREE SHOE RENTAL

PIZZA AND POP PROVIDED AT NO COST!
DEVO’S AND PAY IT FORWARD:
 “STRIKE” A POSE”
EPHESIANS 5:1-2

FEBRUARY SNAG

LET’S 
GO 

BOWLING!
 February 18, 2024.

You got it!  Yes, we are going BOWLING and I know that you have been looking forward
to this winter event; it’s a GO for Sunday, February 18th.  Our devotions will take on a
little different look for this event.....hmmmmmm, what could that be?!  Well you’ll see the
craziness of “striking out the answer” at our February SNAG!!

In order to attend, you MUST be a ROCK SOLID Youth Member or Youth Bible Study
Student.  Also, you will need to let Miss Betsy know if you are attending to help with our
pizza order count by Tuesday, February 13.  

Get ready to have fun with your Immanuel friends!!  Come on, Let’s go bowling!



Kingdom Kids Sunday School 
Sunday Mornings 8:45-9:45am

This month features a special ALL STUDENT 
Worship Presentation on 

Sunday, February 11

“The Old Rugged Cross”
in preparation for Ash Wednesday and the Lenten season.
As our children continue to learn about the love of Jesus, 

they have a very busy month ahead.

Kindness matters challenges, inviting friends, being crafty and sharing the love of their Savior
Jesus is just a bit of what Kingdom Kids is all about!  All children are encouraged and invited to
be part of a ministry for children that deepens their faith and broadens their understanding of
Scripture in a very unique approach.  Enduring Faith Curriculem allows students to bring the
lessons of the Bible into the very lives they lead which, in turn, helps them understand God’s
Word; what a great gift to give your children!  Students will effectively study the entire bible (with
age appropriate lesson format) for a full and complete understanding of God’s Word during these
Sunday morning classes. 

This month our Kingdom Kids are indeed busy with some very special projects on hand, as well
as discovering bible stories through object lessons or simply through one on one time in their
classrooms.  Sunday School hour is truly a great way to help your children discover the fun of
studying the bible with their friends.

It’s never too late to be part of this wonderful children’s ministry program.  For more information
please call Miss Betsy at (989) 893-4088 or FastDirect.

February schedule:
February 4:  The Passion Prediction - Mary anoints Jesus / Celebrating monthly events / 
                    Meet in church for rehearsal of “The Old Rugged Cross”
February 11:  The King arrives - Jesus rides into Jerusalem / Children lead worship in Children’s
                     message and sing “The Old Rugged Cross”
February 18:  A Trusting Widow - Jesus teaches about offerings / Let’s get creative
February 25:  Forever Food - The Lord’s Supper / Craft Day



U p p e r  G r a d e s  &  Y o u t h  G r o u p  B a k e  S a l e
S u n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 1  

i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  s e r v i c e .

Baked with Love

Please help  out our students through the kindness of a sweet
treat

 donation.  All donations must be wrapped!

Sunday, February 11 is a very special Sunday.....all of our wonderful
ILS Kingdom Kids will be singing and leading a children’s message;
what a great start to the week ahead.  Then immediately after service,
a delicious “Baked with Love” bake sale will take place in the church
narthex, as well as a special family fellowship refreshment time.  All
items need to be dropped off in the back of the church by 9:15am.  
Thank you for helping out - all proceeds will go directly to Immanuel
Lutheran School!

The Sweetness of God’s Love
is ours each day!  A special Valentine’s Day Weekend

 “sweet treat” to take home. 
May this sweet token given by our youth be one that reassures you that God

loves you and is always with you.

Donations needed for lots and lots of jelly beans and wrapped Hershey Kisses and wrapped
chocolate Easter eggs for

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt
It may seem early, however; Pal Sumday this year is March 24.
The sugar is about to hit the aisles of the grocery stores and I am hoping that we can take
advantage of these colorful candies to fill Easter eggs for Immanuel’s annual Easter egg hunt on
Palm Sunday, March 24.  Your kindness in years past has always been so much appreciated and
needed in this large scale children’s event; thank you as I once again ask for your “sweet”
donations to help fill 900 Easter eggs.  Your candy donations can be dropped off in the church
office anytime and please know how thankful I, and all the kiddo’s are for your generosity!  Miss
Betsy


